
By Matthew Townsend

Anyone following local politics 
in the past year may have 

found themselves suffering from a 
bit of vertigo. Headlines and press 
conferences have abounded around 
confusing debates between the 
Province of Nova Scotia and the 
Halifax Regional Municipality 
about all manner of topics: road 
congestion, development plans, and 
mayoral systems, to name a few. Re-
cent provincial pronouncements 
have raised questions about just 
who makes decisions for Halifax.

In Canada, municipalities are 
“creatures of the province” that 
have their authority established by 
provincial statutes. Statutes can 
change. So, where does that leave 
us in the neighbourhood? Is the 
Province more involved in munici-
pal business?

“Yes, overwhelmingly so,” Dart-
mouth Centre (District 5) Coun. 
Sam Austin told the Post during an 
hour-long joint interview with 
Coun. Becky Kent of Dartmouth 
South - Woodside - Eastern Pas-
sage (District 3). Austin and Kent 

represent the northern and south-
ern parts, respectively, of the Pleas-
ant-Woodside neighbourhood.

“This [provincial interference] is 
different. It’s not just Nova Scotia. 
It’s across the country,” Austin ex-
plained. “At the Federation of Cana-
dian Municipalities Conference, the 
topic on everybody’s lips was pro-
vincial governments interfering in 
municipal affairs.”

Kent agreed. “What we’re seeing 
now is that they’re expanding their 
space of what they — certainly the 
Premier [Tim Houston] — are feel-
ing they can start to interfere with, 
which is contradictory to HRM’s 
charter,” she said. “Our charter is 
very specific about what we should 

be doing, and we take that very, 
very seriously. And to have that in-
terference is concerning.”

Kent also noted that higher levels 
of authority, such as provinces, in-
creasingly act with a “bravado” visi-
ble in the United States.

More locally, Austin and Kent 
said interference manifests in the 
Province making decisions directly 
related to HRM without consulting 
or even contacting the municipality. 
“Oftentimes, over the last number of 
years, we’ve found out about legisla-
tion that’s going to impact us on the 
day it was announced in the House 
— with no chance to offer any mean-
ingful feedback or anything to it,” 

Councillors Sam Austin and Becky Kent (Credit: samaustin.ca & HRM)
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If you’ve been reading the Post, you 
may have noticed reference to the 
Pleasant-Woodside Neighbourhood 
Association (PWNA) — the non-
profit group that organizes commu-
nity events (including the annual 
Spring Clean Up) and publishes this 
newsletter.

Neighbourhood resident Kate 
Crane recently called up PWNA 
Board Chair Grant MacDonald to 
discuss the group’s upcoming Annual 
General Meeting — what it’s all 
about, what one can expect, and why 
one should go (besides the snacks!).

Hi Grant. Can you tell us why the 
Pleasant-Woodside Neighbour-
hood Association has an annual 
general meeting? 

We are required by law to have 
one, as we are an organization in-
corporated under the Societies Act 
of Nova Scotia. It’s in our by-laws 
to have one at least once a year. So, 
we have to do it!

What is the purpose of an annual 
general meeting?

Generally, the PWNA reports to 
the members of the community on 
what’s happened over the past year. 
It’s also to gather ideas, and learn 
what members’ expectations are 
for the future. It’s an opportunity to 
connect with our community. This 
is a chance to meet with PWNA 
members. Primarily and ideally, it’s 
a chance to get feedback from 
community members, provide up-
dates to them, and learn how to 
participate (either by serving on 

the board or serving as volunteers). 
Also, it’s an important opportunity 
to select or elect new board mem-
bers. Some people will be stepping 
down, some will be volunteering, 
so it’s a chance to confirm with the 
community that these people are 
helping the organization move for-
ward, and also how they can be 
contacted if community members 
have questions or ideas. 

What can one expect? What is the 
format?

There will be the more routine, 
legal things, like verbal or written 
reports from the board members, a 
review of finances, the election of 
new board members, etc. But we 
will also incorporate an informal 
Neighborhood Forum which will 
give community members a chance 
to hear from their elected repre-
sentatives and others about what’s 
going on in the neighbourhood, 
and a chance for the community to 
share their hopes and aspirations. 
There will be a few simple presen-
tations with lots of chances for 
questions, feedback, ideas. 

What’s on the docket for this 
AGM?

The agenda is sent out in ad-
vance via the Facebook page, 
email, and The South Dartmouth 
Post’s webpage. We’ll touch on 
PWNA projects like the Post, the 
Harbour Front Trail, the Welcome 
to Neighborhood Initiative, our 
Meet & Greets, the annual Spring 
Clean Up, etc. But much more time 

will be taken up 
on more gen-
eral, civic kinds 
of concerns. 

Why should I 
go? Is it impor-
tant that I go?

You should 
go to get a sense 
of what your own neighbourhood 
group is doing and find out from 
your elected representatives what 
they’re up to, and to share your 
ideas and concerns, both munici-
pally and provincially. It’s a chance 
to see your councillors in an infor-
mal, face-to-face setting. You 
should also come to meet new peo-
ple and neighbours! It’s a chance to 
come with ideas to make the 
neighborhood a better place to 
live, work, and play. 

Can we bring our kids?
Yes, you can! We’ll set up a little 

supervised play area, with colour-
ing, etc. We are happy to have the 
kids. We’ve got a kitchen space and 
will offer treats and snacks. 

For a copy of the agenda, visit 
Facebook.com/pleasantwoodside, 
southdartmouth.ca, or  send an email 
to pleasantwoodside@gmail.com.

The PWNA AGM

Where: COVE, 27 Parker Street
Day: Wednesday, Nov. 5

Time: 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
All welcome!

By Colin North

If you were cruising down Pleas-
ant Street at a steady pace, you 

wouldn’t be the first to miss one of 
Halifax Regional Municipality’s 
three available lawn bowling clubs.

The Dartmouth Lawn Bowls 
Club, founded in 1987 and located 
right next to the fire station on Pleas-
ant Street, is home to some 170 pay-
ing members of all ages and skills. If 
you’ve walked down Pleasant Street 
or worked nearby, you may have no-
ticed the club (and its players) down 
slope from the sidewalk.

Sue Ellen Horne, a former lab 
worker at Dartmouth General Hos-
pital, didn’t even realize her retire-
ment passion was just next door.

“I used to say, ‘What are they 
doing down there?’” she told the 
Post. “I worked in the lab with a 
woman who was already bowling. 
She said, ‘You should try it.’ So 
when I retired, I did come down, 
and I loved it right from the start.”

Horne, competitive by nature, is 
drawn to the simplicity of the sport; 
the game isn’t physically taxing, 
and can be enjoyed by casual and 
hardcore players alike. The mental 
component is where much of lawn 
bowling’s depth comes in, an aspect 
that is appreciated by its playerbase.

“I believe one of our men is in a 
nursing home,” said Horne. “Some-
one picks him up, brings him here, 
and he’s back to what he remem-
bers and loves.

“He’s still very good at it. I think 
that is very beneficial.”

It doesn’t take long after seeing 
people walking on the greens or 
conversing in the clubhouse to un-
derstand why the Dartmouth Lawn 
Bowls Club continues to draw its 
membership. But a key question re-
mains: how did the club end up 
here on Pleasant Street?

John Siteman is the public rela-
tions chair of the Dartmouth Lawn 
Bowls Club, and a strong player in 
his own right, having competed for 
Team Nova Scotia and traveled in-
ternationally for the sport.

He said that areas such as the 
Dartmouth Commons and the 
now-Mount Edward Ballfield were 
considered before settling on the 
current location on Pleasant Street.

“It’s just where the roads kind of 
connect,” Siteman told the Post. 
“We have a major benefit with visi-
bility. Most [other] clubs are, un-
fortunately, very sheltered in their 
locations.”

The club continues to push for 
growth in various ways; they’ve se-
cured federal funding via the New 
Horizons for Seniors Program to 
purchase lawn bowling equipment, 
as well as looking for ways to com-
bat the stereotype that lawn bowl-
ing is an “old person’s game.”

“The sport has been very much 
changing to be a sport for all ages —  
all ages, all abilities,” said Siteman. 
“At the last world championship, the 
average age was under the age of 30.”

For competitive play, ages can be 
much younger; at 19, England’s 
Jamie-Lea Winch was the youngest 
lawn bowler to ever compete at the 
Commonwealth Games. According 
to Bowls Canada, however, the av-
erage player age in Canada is 
around 62.

The club is adding more ele-
ments to appeal to the competitive 
streak of some of its members; how-
ever, at its base, the club is a social 
gathering. Horne said that after the 
first year as a member, fellow play-
ers become like a second family.

“Every holiday, they have a meal 
that is prepared and everyone sits 
down and eats together,” she said. 
“It’s social. It’s an activity. It’s com-
panionship.” �

‘What are they doing down there?’:

Blink and you’ll miss one of 
Dartmouth’s sports institutions

Local Politics In-Depth

Is Halifax losing self-determination?
HRM Councillors Becky Kent and Sam Austin discuss municipal politics amid 
changing power dynamics in Nova Scotia and beyond

Neighbourhood invited to PWNA annual meeting on Nov. 5
Learn about your neighbourhood, meet elected representatives, and eat some yummy snacks

MacDonald

Players say they find a second family in the all-ages sport. (Photo: Dartmouth Lawn Bowls Club)
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Lawsuit raises red flag
over Eisner Cove siltation
By Luisa Ensslin

In 2022, the provincial government 
designated Eisner Cove as the 

Southdale-Mount Hope Special 
Planning Area, marking the woods 
and wetland for future development.

Earlier this year, in May, the pro-
vincial government gave a develop-
ment agreement to A.J. Legrow 
Holdings Ltd. for approximately 
1,000 residential units on the wet-
land near Fenwick Street, the 
Woodside Industrial Area, and 
Dartmouth South Academy. Low-
rise homes were planned close to 
the school, with tall-mid-rise build-
ings closer to the industrial area.

However, work in the wetland 
may soon be paused. On July 31, 
Bill Zebedee, head of Protect Eisner 
Cove, filed a private prosecution 
case against Mount Hope Develop-
ments Limited Partnership, which 
has an Approval for Construction. 
The case focuses on the siltation to 
the wetland area (caused by loose 
sediment from the clear-cut wet-
land entering the water bodies). 
Mount Hope Developments Lim-
ited Partnership has installed ero-
sion- and sediment-control barri-
ers. However, through a Freedom of 
Information request, Zebedee was 
able to access the case notes from a 
Department of Environment and 
Climate Change (ECC) investiga-
tion, which stated that the water 
was “inundated” with siltation. “We 
want all work to stop,” Zebedee said, 
“until they can prove 100% that 
their barriers work.”

Prior to the private prosecution 
case, Protect Eisner Cove Wetland 
filed nine complaints about water 
quality damage in wetland area. No 
fines or charges against the develop-

ers were laid as a result of these 
complaints, and Protect Eisner 
Cove Wetland stated that the ECC 
“have not upheld their dues of en-
forcing the Environment Act.”

Zebedee hopes that the remain-
ing wetland near Fenwick Street 
may be saved, though he believes 
that “we’ve lost the fight.” Neverthe-
less, his work, and the work of Pro-
tect Eisner Cove Wetland, is not 
without cause: ‘There are 13 other 
locations in HRM that are currently 
considered special planning areas. 
We want our fight, everything we’ve 
done for the last four years, to help 
end the fight for other areas.”

In November, a provincial court 
judge will decide whether the case 
will proceed to court.

Further developments in that 
part of Eisner Cove have yet to be 
announced — though any new 
projects seem likely to raise long-
standing questions about social ser-
vices and affordability in this 
rapidly growing area.

Dartmouth South Academy, 
which covers the Eisner Cove area, 
is currently close to maximum stu-
dent capacity. The provincial gov-
ernment stated that it has plans for 
three new schools in Dartmouth; 
however, it has not unveiled where 
these new schools will be located, or 
when they will be built.

At present, 32 townhouses have 
been completed — and are inhab-
ited — near Highway 111. The pro-
vincial Department of Growth and 
Development states that rents are 
“25% below the CMHC average 
market rent for the area,” and that 
the department is collaborating 
with the YWCA to ensure that “a 
portion” of the Mount Hope units 
remain affordable. �

Across

1: Spooky white flying creature
4: It's that or a treat
7: Beautiful creation
8: The act of coming back into the atmos-

phere, after visiting moon for example
9: Part of the arm (really bony in a 

skeleton)
10: Don't forget to do this after getting a 

treat
12: French word for after
14: Flying vehicle, seen on Halloween
16: Area, landscape
18: To possess
19: Type of treat
20: Dip for chips

Down

1: Where coffins are placed
2: Halloween month
3: Toss
4: Reward for not getting tricked
5:  Abbreviation of international
6: Type of boat
11: Cute Mexican salamander
12:  Room at the top of the house, 

maybe where your ghosts live?
13: Halloween feeling
14: Body remains
15:  Japanese comic
17: What to do when you see a ghost

Puzzle by Christian Ensslin
Art by Rosalie Ensslin

Halloween Crossword

Your Voice in the 

Nova Scotia Legislature

claudiachendermla@gmail.com | 902-406-2301

Austin said. “Legislation isn’t done 
with municipalities. It’s done to us.”

While some legislation can seem 
far removed from the life of the 
neighbourhood, some of it directly 
impacts our rapidly growing area, 
especially as it relates to develop-
ment and infrastructure. For exam-
ple, on August 11, the Province 
unilaterally rejected Halifax’s pro-
posed Regional Development Plan.

“To have that just, ‘Nope, we 
don’t accept it.’ And then simply si-
lence on why? That’s shameful to 
me,” Kent said. “I feel like they’re 
setting us up to fail.”

Then, on October 3, the Prov-
ince designated HRM “an interim 
planning area,” with “new mini-
mum planning requirements for 
HRM take effect immediately.” In 
other words, the Province would 
now have much more to say about 
what projects will move forward in 
Halifax. Similarly, the Province has 
weighed in on construction of bike 
lanes and active transit corridors 
— one of which is planned to con-
nect the Dartmouth Harbourfront 
Trail to the Shearwater Flyer Trail.

This kind of involvement from 
the Province — whose leaders are 
politically affiliated — can reshape 
the dynamics of municipal conver-
sations that would otherwise be 
dominated by non-partisan wheel-
ing and dealing, the councillors said.

“Council’s made up of 16 coun-
cillors who represent as rural as ru-
ral can be, to as urban as urban can 
be,” Austin said. “We have to bro-
ker.” He cited the Province’s call to 
scrap the Morris Street Bike Lane 
project as one with no discussion 
or brokering. “Just, ‘You’re not do-
ing it.’ And that’s the end.”

Kent, who was the MLA for Cole 
Harbour-Eastern Passage from 2007 
to 2013, said that this kind of in-
volvement from the Province is 
anomalous. “I think this Premier is 
different than any we’ve had in a 
long time,” she said.

The two councillors spoke of the 

collegiality they feel with their 
peers on the Halifax Regional 
Council, especially those serving 
the wider Dartmouth area, even if 
they disagree strongly about which 
course is best for the city.

“With bike lanes, I don’t think 
we’ve disagreed or felt the need to 
interject or involve ourselves [with 
the other’s district], but we both 
pay attention to what’s happening 
with each other,” Kent said, high-
lighting the relational approach the 
councillors say they take on con-
tentious issues in which disagree-
ment emerges from debate over 
what people actually want to see in 
their backyards.

“What I have a much harder time 
with,” Austin added, “with provin-
cial politics, is you wonder: Is the 
motivation what is for the common 
good? What is the best decision for 
the province, for the city? Or is it 
more caught up in a partisan, polit-

ical kind of space that’s more about 
short-term politics and advantage 
over opponents?”

According to Kent, these ques-
tions emerge from the very differ-
ent way that provincial politics 
work. “What I learned very quickly 
when I was part of government, is 
cabinet really is a closed door,” she 
explained. “Cabinet ministers do 
not speak about anything that’s go-
ing on in their decision making.”

She said leaders on the provin-
cial level can’t do what municipal 
councillors do: “talk to each other 
in a way that is actually going to get 
some decisions sorted out, or at 
least an understanding of what 
you’re going into at council. It just 
doesn’t happen. In the political 
world you are not as connected to 
the grassroots things that are hap-
pening in communities.”

Austin and Kent both spoke to 
the cynicism and frustration that 

can emerge in constituents — and 
themselves — as these kinds of 
grassroots issues get caught up in 
larger partisan debates in higher 
levels of government. In spite of 
this cynicism, and the tension be-
tween Halifax and the Province in 
recent months, both shared some 
positivity about the path ahead. 

For her part, Kent finds opti-
mism in carrying out her charge to 
serve her constituents. “You really 
are in touch with the community. 
You have the capacity to go to the 
events, go to the places that people 
gather,” she said. “We’re in the com-
munity all the time. Our workspace 
is our district. Every single inch of 
our district is our office. It’s constant 
for us.” Federal and provincial lead-
ers just aren’t as connected to their 
work and its impacts, she explained.

Both said they found the mood 
in council recently improved, with 
the Premier stating that possible 
change to a “strong mayor” system 
was off the table for the fall. Such a 
change would concentrate political 
power in the mayor’s seat (and, 
thus, diminish power of other 
councillors). Houston raised the is-
sue when addressing the Morris 
Street Bike Lane project, and Mayor 
Andy Fillmore had publicly stated 
his view that the city should switch 
to a strong mayor system. The pos-
sibility generated negative feedback 
in the media, including from 
Austin, until it was rescinded.

“That was very much an exam-
ple of listening to municipal folks 
across the province,” Austin said.

“I would agree,” Kent added. 
“I’m holding out hope. That part 
will depend on how well Andy does 
and whether or not he’s supported 
through our council on some of the 
things that he wants to do.”

In other words, where things go 
from here might just depend on old-
fashioned municipal brokering. �

Editor’s note: A long-form version of 
the interview is on southdartmouth.ca. 
Austin and Kent’s offices support the 
PWNA and The South Dartmouth 
Post, but neither councillor saw either 
version of this story in advance.

Continued from previous page
Kent & Austin

Postpartum Prep Workshop: Nov. 29, 
12-2PM. Meet other expectant parents. 
Get essential info for the postpartum 
period. Take home a “healing basket.” 
Eat snacks! Facilitated by Kate Crane, 
postpartum doula. For more info, cost 
& registration: katecrane.ca/events

Want to place an ad? We welcome ad-
vertisements from local businesses, 
officials, organizations, and anyone 
looking to promote something in the 
Post. Get a graphical ad placed in front 
of 1,000+ neighbours for as little as $80, 
or a classified ad starting at $10 per 140 
characters. (For example, Kate Crane 
paid $20 for her ad above.) More at 
southdartmouth.ca/advertise or email 
Brian at ads@southdartmouth.ca

CLASSIFIEDS

“Legislation isn’t done 
with municipalities.

It’s done to us.”
—Coun. Sam Austin

Neighbourhood
Meet & Greet

You Are Invited
Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2025

6 p.m. till 8 p.m.
at the Woodside Tavern

on Pleasant Street
Organized by the

Pleasant-Woodside
Neighbourhood Association
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By Winifred, age 4

Two crossing guards help Dart-
mouth South Academy students and 
parents safely cross Prince Arthur 
Avenue on school days: Debbie and 
Gordie. They recently spoke with 
neighbourhood resident Winifred, 
age 4, (and her dad), who asked 
them questions at the top of her 
four-year-old mind. The crossing 
guards, who are employed by HRM, 
also offered some important safety 
tips for parents.

Do you like candy?
Debbie: Oh yes.
Gordie: I don’t. I don’t eat candy.
Debbie: I do, unfortunately. Sour, 

sour — anything sour!

What’s your favourite dessert?
Gordie: Mine’s ice cream. Any kind 

of ice cream. I like to eat butter 
rum.

Debbie: Chocolate ice cream or 
chocolate cake.

I like chocolate, too! What’s your 
favourite colour?
Debbie and Gordie: Blue!

What do you like about your job?
Debbie: The people. The kids.
Gordie: I’d say the same thing. It’s a 

good retirement job. It’s a lovely 
retirement job.

How long have you been doing 
the job? What did you do before?
Debbie: I’d say nine years. I worked 

in an office for 32 years.
Gordie: I’d say 15. I was in con-

struction.

Where do you live?
Debbie: At the bottom of the hill 

on Fenwick Street.
Gordie: At the top of Gaston Road.

Do you have a family? Kids, 
grandkids?
Debbie: Yes, I do! Grandkids, I 

have a granddaughter.
Gordie: I do! Kids and grandkids.
Debbie: They’re the best!
Gordie: That’s where my money 

goes.

What’s your favourite movie or 
TV show?

Debbie: It! [laughing and pointing 
to her It-themed baseball cap 
featuring a red balloon.] Stephen 
King’s It.

I really like Inside Out.
Debbie: I like that movie, too! I like 

scary movies.
Gordie: I don’t watch many movies. 

I like mostly talk shows on TV.

Do you have a pet?
Debbie: Yes. I have three of them! 

Two dogs — two big dogs and a 
cat.

Gordie: I don’t have any pets.

Do you know any jokes?
Debbie: That’s one thing I’m not 

good at. I know jokes — not 
good jokes [laughing]. I don’t 
know too many jokes, unfortu-
nately.

Gordie: Yeah, same.
Debbie: Do you know jokes?

Why did the skeleton just stand 
on the sidewalk?
Debbie: Don’t know.

He was waiting for people to talk 
to him!

[Winifred’s dad] What do you 
think people should be aware of 
about the roads right now, about 
kids?
Debbie: Slow down.
Gordie: Yeah.
Debbie: I was almost hit yesterday 

morning down there.
Gordie: See that sign, “End of 

School Zone” [on Rodney Road, 
just after Prince Arthur]? It 
shouldn’t be there no more, now 

that the pre-primary school is 
there. I’ve been talking to people 
about it. It should be taken down.

[Winifred’s dad] Anything else 
you think people should know?
Debbie: Just to slow down and be 

aware of the kids.
Gordie: Most of the drivers are 

O.K., but just to pay more atten-
tion. It is a dangerous job. You 
gotta stand out in the middle of 
the road.

Debbie: Yeah, you gotta stand out 
in the middle, and you see them 
coming barreling down the hill 
or whatever.

Gordie: Sometimes they don’t stop.
Debbie: Yeah, exactly. That’s just it, 

right? And the kids have to learn 
to not just walk out with us. And 
I keep trying to stress that point. 
Wait till we get out there and say, 
“It’s O.K. to cross.” It’s so hard 
because even parents will just 
bring their kids out with us.

[Winifred’s dad] I didn’t know 
that.

Debbie: Yeah, because especially 
the way they come down the hill. 
With the second tree right by the 
stairs, you can’t really see me un-
til you get around there. So let 
me get out there first. I’d rather 
them hit me than hit a kid.

Gordie: Sometimes parents will 
cross the kids [at the top of hill, 
where there’s a flashing light but 
no crosswalk]. Kids then think 
they can do that, too.

[Winifred and dad] Thank you 
both very much.

Gordie and Debbie: Thank you! �
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By Cù Chulainn Robertson

Japanese beetles got you down? In 
the last couple years this perni-

cious pest has been wreaking havoc 
across the province. Our neigh-
bourhood and the rest of HRM 
have faced considerable damage.

It can be quite disheartening to 
see your favourite fruit tree, grape 
vine, or rose bush turned into a 
skeleton, not to mention the dam-
age to your lawn the larval (grub) 
stage can inflict.

The best approach is multi-
faceted and is as follows:

1. Treat your lawn and garden 
in mid-May and mid-Sept., using 
a beneficial nematode to elimi-
nate the larval stage. These can be 
preordered from a garden centre 
like Halifax Seed (where I work) 
and applied to all the dirt you can 
reach with your hose via a hose-
end sprayer. After applying, you 
will have to ensure the ground 
stays moist for 10 days to two 
weeks.

2. Strategically place beetle 
traps. Traps can be very effective 
but it must be understood that they 
use the same pheromones that the 
beetles produce to attract mates. 
Traps should be placed as far away 
as possible from plants/trees you 

are trying to protect.
3. Remove and kill adult beetles. 

To kill adult beetles, you should 
NEVER squash them, as this is 
akin to bursting a water balloon of 
beetle pheromone which will at-
tract more beetles! Beetles should 
be knocked into a bowl of soapy 
water; only a drop is necessary to 
break surface tension. 

4. Plant more beetle-friendly 
plants. The more varieties of plants 
they eat the better, as this will pre-
vent beetles from focusing on one 
plant and decimating it.

5. Planting species belonging to 
the Apiaceae family will attract the 
Winsome Fly, which parasitizes the 
Japanese beetle. Examples include 
Queen Anne’s Lace, lovage, carrot 
and parsnip.

6. Finally, planting grass with 
long roots, like tall fescue, and ide-
ally mixing with micro-clover can 
deter beetles from laying eggs. This 
greatly reduces the issue at the 
source. Fewer eggs = fewer beetles.

Eventually our local birds and 
other wildlife will begin to realize 
that Japanese beetles are a good 
food source, and the numbers of 
adult beetles will go down; until 
then we will have to keep working 
together to battle this invasive in-
sect with all our might.  �

Neighbourhood Chit-Chat

‘It's O.K. to cross’
Getting to know DSA’s crossing guards

Debbie and Gordie, crossing guards at Dartmouth South Academy (Photo: Matt Townsend)

Councillor Becky Kent
DISTRICT 3
Dartmouth South – Woodside – 
Eastern Passage

Councillor Sam Austin
DISTRICT 5
Dartmouth Centre

halifax.ca | 311

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY:

By Christian Ensslin

Evenings are getting dark earlier 
in Dartmouth, ever more rea-

son to get out and enjoy some sea-
sonal events.

For a warm belly as the nights 
grow colder, the Downtown Dart-
mouth Food Crawl is back on Octo-
ber 23! This is a self-guided tasting 
tour through the streets ofx Down-
town Dartmouth between 5:30 p.m. 
to 8 p.m., where local businesses 
offer a special and folks get to come 
and enjoy! Head out early, for the 
best treats often sell out.

If, however, you are seeking 
spine-tingling chills, then head over 
to join the Ghostly Gala at 
the Cole Harbour Her-
itage Farm on Sunday, 
October 26, from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m.!  Prepare 
for a truly spooky expe-
rience as storytellers re-
cite ghostly tales and 
spooky stories. There will be a 
bonfire in the farmyard, and three 
story locations: the ghostly Giles 
House, the spooky Settle Barn, and 
the haunted Harris House. Cos-
tumes are encouraged, and fireside 

beverages and treats are available 
(tickets required, age 10+).

For a musical Halloween, 
over at the Woodside Tav-

ern on October 30, the 
Global Centric Brass 
Band is inviting you to 
its Halloween extrava-

ganza. This Nova Scotian 
seven-piece, New Or-

leans-style group are hosting a 
Mardi Gras Masquerade Party, a 
“Spooktacular” time with lots of 
“thrilling” music, door prizes and 
best mask contest. Don't be scared — 
and don’t forget your mask! �

Halloween Events Guide

Spooky events abound in Dartmouth this month

If you would like to propose an event (yard sales, community events, clubs or classes) for
inclusion in this column, please email details to southdartmouthpostevents@gmail.com

Gardening Coups with Cù

Fighting Japanese beetles:
A year-round endeavour

From the Editor

Why a neighbourhood map?
As the Post’s volunteers planned 

our summer issue, Christian 
and Luisa Ensslin, frequent contrib-
utors, suggested a novel idea aligned 
with a point Christian has made 
about our effort: it needs to be fun! 
(And not just local politics!) Their 
idea? A map of the neighbourhood 
that shows all the cool things about 
our little corner of the world.

The project took months. It be-
gan with the father-daughter team 
going about the neighbourhood to 
chart points of interest. Kate Crane 
hand-illustrated the fruits of their 
labour. Kate Sinclair-Sowerby of 
Co. & Co. digitized the massive il-

lustration, and Rory King topped it 
with calligraphy. The map’s print-
ing (along with this issue) was then 
kindly sponsored by T. Chandler 
Haliburton of RE/MAX Nova.

All of these creative people live 
in this neighbourhood. This is our
map of our neighbourhood. We 
hope to use the map for future 
scavenger hunts for kids, so 
please hold onto it. And if you’d 
like to see a glossy colour version, 
we plan to have them available for 
purchase (as a fundraiser) at the 
Nov. 5 AGM. See you there.

—Matthew Townsend


